Newspaper Clips

June 5, 2012

Times of India , ND

5/06/2012

P-11

[T alumni seek
PM, LK support
against joint test

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: An IT alumni
body plans tomeet Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and
BJP leader L K Advani in the
hope of raising support
against the HRD ministry’s
decision to introduce a com-
mon entrance test (CET) for
centrally-funded engineering
institutionslike ITTs.

The alumni have formed a
group, ‘UTians for IIT autono-
my’, and will be moving court
soon to demand that the exam
bepostponed from 2013t02014.
IOT Delhi alumni president
Somnath Bhartisaid that wor-
ried parents and students had
inundated them with calls.
“We already have the support
of over 50 parents and stu-
dents and we will be helping
them file a separate PIL,”
Bharti said. The opposition
comesatatime when the HRD
ministry willdiscussthe issue
of the common entrance test
with states on Tuesday. A Cen-
tral Advisory Board of Educa-
tion (CABE)meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday The
supportorlackof ittothemin-
istry’s decision in these two
meetings will be crucial.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal
had last week announced the
new formula for the common
test for IITs, NITs and III'Ts. He
had added that three states —
Haryana, Gujarat and Maha-

Sibal refuses to
comment on JEE

nionHRD minister Kapil

Sibal refused to be drawn
into a debate over his
ministry’s movetoholda
combined entrance test for
admissions to lITs. In Mumbai,
he told reporters “everyone.
has the rightto goto court”,
Sibal's remark comes amid
growing resentmenton liT
campuses across the country
to JEE reforms. N

rashtra— had already agreed
toimplement the common test.
in theirstates,

Under the new plan, all as-
pirants will have to appear for
two exams — JEE main and
JEE advanced — to be held on
the same day. The aspirant’s
set of scores will decide
whether s/he will be eligible
for admission to the premier
Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy (IIT), centrally-funded in-
stitutionslike NIITsor IITTs or
state-funded institutions.

For admission to IITs, stu-
dents will beshortlisted onthe
basis of their cumulative
score for class XII and the
main test (50% weightage
each). Class XII marks will
be standardized on percentile
basis by a formula worked out
by the Indian Statistical Insti- °
tute (ISI).
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INTO ROUGH WEATHER

At loggerheads with Sibal,
~ITs take their fight to PM

Faculty says HRD Ministry trying to undermine autonomy of IITs

Aom TANDONTNS

New Dew, June 4

The IITs today took their tus-
sle with the HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal over the common
engineering entrance test to
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s doorstep.

The IIT faculty wants the
test - to be conducted from
2013 for admission to all
centrally funded technical
institutes in India - advanced
to 2014 apart from the free-

dom to determine its struc-

ture and schedule.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
had on May 28 announced
that the test would commence
in 2013 and both its compo-
nents (Main and Advanced)
would be multiple-choice
question based instead of
subjective as the IIT faculty
had  wanted.  Sibal’s
announcement came after the
IIT Council met on May 28
and took the decision overrul-

i

IITs' STAND

B Most lITs want new test to

] start from 2014. In 2013,

JEE, AIEEE should continue

11T senates should be
allowed to study lIT

] Council decisions. If fac-

ulty is unable to accept

| these, their autonomy
| should be respected

be finalised by the IITs

1 Details of JEE Advance Test (format, duration, schedule)

B Only the performance in advance test will form basis for
admitting students to lITs )

1 School board performance weightage not to exceed
40% at any stage

ing the majority views Jf IIT  and secretary Atul Mittal have

Senates (faculty bodies). warned the PM of “serious
Nowhere to go, theAllIndia  consequences if IIT autonomy

IIT Faculty Federation has is compromised”.

now petitioned the Prime Min-  The federation has referred to

ister, asking himto protectthe  how the IIT Council chaired by

autonomy of ITTs. In a letter
secking an audience, federa-
tion president K Narasimhan

HRD Minister overruled, the
majority opinion of institute
faculty. “The IIT Act, 1961

says that in academic matters,
IIT Senates will be solely
responsible. We presented our
views to HRD Ministry but
these were overruled by the IIT
Council which HRD Minister
chairs. We want your inter-
vention to protect our autono-
my,” the federation said.

The faculty recalled in their
letter the vision that led to the
establishment of ITTs. “IITs
were conceived as truly
autonomous institutions and
our autonomy is the legacy of
Nehruvian era. If it gets com-
promised, there will be seri-
ous long term repercussions,”
the federation said to PM.

Meanwhile, IIT Senates
have decided to meet again to
take a formal view onthe IIT
Council decision. IIT Delhi
Senate will meet on Wednes-
day and said the option of
going to court was open.

As for Sibal, he had, in his
meeting with the Federation
representatives ahead of IIT

Council’s May 28 meeting,
said there was no scope of
negotiations on the decision
to hold the test in 2013. As
reported by The Tribune,
Sibal had told the faculty
that IIT Council could “over-
rule their majority view",

Excepting IIT Guwahati and
IIT Madras, other IT'Ts - Delhi,
Bombay, Kharagpur, Roor-
kee and Kanpur - voted to
advance the test to 2014 and
wanted it to be a screening test
with IITs free to design an
advanced subjective type test
for final admissions.

IIT Council has decided
that IITs would screen
50,000 students from main
component of the proposed
JEE by factoring in 50%
scores each of school board
and the main test. Advanced
component of JEE would be
designed by IITs and would
be the admission test for
them. It would not factor in
school exam scores.
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IIT JEE REFORMS
Parents write to state edu

minister against reforms

Bhavya Dore

m bhavya.dore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A group of 50 parents
from the city have written to the
state education minister oppos-
ing the reforms to the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE) from next
year. They say the reforms have
come too soon and that students
appearing for the exam in 2013
will not have enough time to
reorient themselves.

The human resources devel-
opment ministry had announced
last week that the JEE would be
a two-step procedure with a first
level screening test for Class 12
board marks and an advanced
test to determine the JEE merit
list. Education ministers from
across the country will head to
Delhi on Tuesday for a meeting
organised by the HRD ministry:.

The parents’ letter argues that

students have been preparing
since 2011 “The students’ efforts
during the last year or two will
o0 waste,” stated the letter.

The letter has pointed out the
flaws in the percentile system
for comparing marks across
boards and the logistical issues
involved in a single common
entrance exam. II'T alumni have
already said they plan to move
the court on the matter.

“Our children started prepar-
ing as early as Class 10,” said a
parent. “For any change, enough
time should be given before-
hand. This is very unjust.”

The parents had approached
the non-profit group Forum For
Fairness in Education for its help
on Sunday. “We support the
alumni’s decision and will decide
whether we will go to court our-
selves,” said Jayant Jain, pres-
ident of the Forum.
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HE reformsin the en-~

trance examination for the

ITTs are welcome because
they introduce board marks asa
meaningful input in the selection
process. For years, the IIT-JEE
system has been considering how
to factor in board results. The
first step, taken in 2006, was to
require students toget at least 60
percent in board exams, but this
hadlittle impact, since in this age
of marks inflation it wasa very
lowcut-off, Attempts toincrease
the cut-off to 80 per cent in 2009
met with stiff resistance and had
to be abandoned.

Allthese years, the school
system has been neglected by
bright students who are sent away
to coaching institutes, As a result,
schooling has suffered. The re-
form is a small step towards mak-
ing the school system central to a
student’s learning experience.

Foryears,  have seen a tussle
between coaching institutes and
the [IT faculty that sets the ques-
tion papers for the JEE. Most of
the time, the coaching institutes
have come out on top in these tus-
sles, This is not surprising as the
members of the IIT faculty who
set the question papers have no
experience teaching in schools
andso papers tend to get tougher
everyyear, Errorsin questions
have also become common.

1support the reforms because I
have found the ITT-JEE system
slow to respond to changes be-
cause of the way the organisation

GAUTAM BARUA

p-10

- The correct answer

Reforms in [IT entrance exam make schools central to the learning process

of the JEE shifts from one IIT to
another every year. After the All
India Engineering Entrance Ex-
amination (AIEEE) was intro-
duced in 2002, the IIT system was
following the AIEEE’s innova-
tions. Online application, multi-
ple rounds of admissions and on-
line counselling are some of the
features thatthe IIT system
adopted from the AIEEE. Fur-
ther, the increase in the number
of students had stretched the IIT
system, which was finding it diffi-
cult to handle the growing size.
Also, in the new format, alloca-
tions of seatsfor the NI'Ts and the
ITTS will be done together. This is

of the IIT system, and am not
afraid of any dilution of standards
of incoming students. Bright stu-
dentswill continue to enter the
1ITs even after these reforms.
confess that I am unable to judge
what the “best” method for
admissions is as there are many
factors at play, some in contradic-
tion with others.

Canthe specific changes be jus-
tified? First of all, the [ITs have a
different examination format
from the NTTS due to the opposi-
tion the original proposal faced
from asection of II'T faculty and
alumni. The NITs will now be fol-
lowing the original proposal and

The distrust of the school boards system shown by a
section of the IIT faculty and alumni has no firm basis.

a good step because many seats in
the IITs remain vacant as students
opt for abranch of their choice in
an NIT, giving up the IIT seat they
had got in a branch and an insti-
tute low in their priority. After
the IITs introduced multiple
rounds of admissions, the seat al-
location for NITs too was affected
when students got IIT seatsin
later rounds of allocation. A com-
mon examination also sendsa
message to society that an NIT
education is asvaluable asan IIT
education. Itcan only help the
brand name of NITs and thisin
turn will help ease the pressure
onIIT admissions.

As an IITian and an IIT direc-
tor, 1 am confident of the quality

will include board marks in the fi-
nal ranking process. The ITT5, on
the other hand, will use board
marksonly in screening students.
The distrust of the school boards
system shown by a section of the
IIT faculty and alumni has no
firmbasis, and the objections
have been mainly anecdotal.

The method of normalisation
of board marks has not been un-
derstood by many. It equates the
rank a student gets in her board to
the rank another gets in his board
(the ranks are moderated by the
sizes of the boards). With ranks
based on marking out of 100, the
difference between someone who
comesfirst and one who is ranked
6,000 in, say, the CBSE, is only

about two marks. A 40 per cent
weightage means an advantage of
just 0.8 marks. The lower-ranked
student has an excellent chance of
making up this deficitinthe
Mains and Advanced exams. At
the same time, every student will
strive to get as high a rank as pos-
sible, because every fraction will
be significant indeciding the in-
stitute and the branch a student
gets. Therefore, the scheme en-
sures that everyone tries todo
their best in the boards, but those
who falter live to fight another
day. Students do not have tobe
unduly worried. They have to do
reasonably wellin their boards,
and the Mains and Advanced
tests are essentially the erstwhile
AIEEE and IIT-JEE examina-
tions. The only difference now is
that the syllabus will be the same
for both the tests.

What will be the impact on
coaching? In the short term,
coaching institutes are likely to
make a killing as they will sell tu-
ition for boards, Mains and Ad-
vanced. Hopefully, inthe
medium and long term, all coach-
ingwill happen in one place —in
the school where a student isen-
rolled. Whether coaching insti-
tutes tie up withschools or get li-
cences to become schools does
not matter, Schools will be where
all the learning will take place.

The writer is director,
IIT Guwahati
express@expressindia.com
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THE IIT alumni are quite offended at the
idea of changing the entrance exams for the
ITTs. A few alumni associations have de-
cided to petition the courts against the move
to introduce a common entrance examina-
tion for all the engineering colleges. How-
ever, they are finding themselves up against
another set of ITT alumni, serving within the
government, who happen to be pushing for
the introduction of the new system. One of

them is V Umashankar — private secretary
to HRD Minister Kapil Sibal — a Haryana
cadre IAS officer who has an IIT back-
ground. CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi is an-
other. An alumnus of IIT Kanpur, Joshi is
a supporter of the move to give weightage
to school marks in IIT entrance. However,
there is one whose heart lies on the other
side of the fence. Apurva Chandra, a joint
secretary in the HRD Ministry, is BTech and
MTech from IIT Delhi and is no fan of the
new entrance format. At a recent meeting
of school boards, Chandra is learnt to have
expressed his doubts over the move to give
weightage to school marks but apparently
has been won over by Joshi’s arguments.
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In new ITT-BHU no quotas

1N coming session

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA R
NEW DELHI

Students selected in JEE-2012
belonging to the reserved
categories will not be able to
avail the quota benefit for
admissions to IIT-BHU this
year. For, the Institutes of
Technology (Amendment) Bill
passed by the Parliament is yet
to have the Presidential assent
even as the counselling process
for admissions has started. The
Bill envisages upgradation of
IT-BHU into a full-fledged IIT.

Though the Centre’s reser-
vation policy will be applica-
ble to all other IITs and
Centrally-funded institutes, in
case of IIT-BHU the admis-
sions this year will be based on
general merit list.

The Lok Sabha had passed
the Bill last year, but the Rajya
Sabha did so only on April 30,
2012 after much debate.

IT-BHU was not governed
by the reservation policy of the
Central Government, but with
the Parliament ratifying its
upgradation as a full-fledged
IIT the Government’s reserva-
tion policy was to be applica-
ble for admissions to the insti-
tute, starting this year.

“But this will not happen
until the President gives assent
to the Bill passed by the

&

gives assent to the gill passed by
Parliament. There’s every likelihood that the
reservation quota will be applicable only
from the next academic session

— HRD Ministry officlal

Parliament. There’s every like-
lihood that the reservation
?uota will be applicable only

rom the next academic session
in the institute,” said a senior
HRD Ministry offici ..

The reaso'. behind
President Pratibha Patil not
giving her assent so far could
not be ascertained.

Of the eight new IITs, the
setting up of which too was part
of the Bill's provisions, six com-
menced their first semester and
first academic session in 2008-
09. The remaining two started
their sessions in 2009-10.

As things stand, the
Centre’s quota muddle has
already hit over 300 students.

With the Andhra Pradesh High
Court recently striking down
the UPA Government’s 4.5 per
cent reservation for minorities
within the OBC quota, the
IITs immediately announced
that 325 students already short-
listed under the minority sub-
quota will not benefit from it
anymore. They, however, said
they can avail chances of secur-
ing a seat in the IITs by regis-
tering their choices for course
and institute accordingly.

At present, the govern-
ment is exploring the
legal options to challenge
the Andhra Pradesh
High Court’s verdict in the
Supreme Court.
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CBSE posts AIEEE test

papers, omits answer keys

Chetan Chauhan

m chetan@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Around 11 lakh stu-
dents across India were able to
view their engineering test
answer sheets on Monday, but
were unable to verify if their
answers were correct. .

The CBSE, for the first time,
posted the optical reading
sheets (ORS) of students who
appeared for the All India
Engineering Entrance Examin-
ation (AIEEE) online. The
AIEEE is the entrance test for
most engineering institutes in
the country, with the exception
of the IITs,

The CBSE move came after
the II'Ts, in May, placed the ORS

THE CBSE MOVE CAME
AFTER THE ITs, IN MAY,
PLACED THE ORS ON ITS

KRG RC

on its website for students to

evaluate their performance.

However, unlike I1Ts, the CBSE
did not post answer keys online,
preventing students from eval-
uating their performance.

As compared to just fivé lakh
students who appeared for the
II'T Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE), around 11lakh appeared
for AIEEE. Placing the ORS of
S0 many students took a lot of
space on the board’s server.

Nevertheless, placing answer
keys — even provisional ones
— would have helped students
gauge their performance. Ans-
wer keys help ascertain the cor-
rectness of the question papers.
The IITs had admitted to includ-
ing four wrong questions in the
JEE test this year after the
answer keys were posted online.

Besides this, the CBSE refr-
ained from placing the previous
year's question papers — with
answers keys — in the public
domain. This has increased the
students’ dependence on coach-
ing centres, even though the
government has been trying to
ensure that entrance tests eval-
uate students on the basis of
their educational skills. .
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